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and Mr. Baker speaks of some undoubted Snipe's eggs a-»s
doubtful whether belonging to that species or the present.
In its northern breeding haunts the Pintail indulges in a
swooping love-flight like the Fantail, but the sound produc-
ed is different, as one would expect from the differently
formed tail feathers, being compared to that made by a
broken rocket; the vocal note of such times is "tiric, "
*ctirie." The alarm note when, the bird is flushed in its
winter haunts is also slightly different. The bird is not
so confined to muddy ground as is the Fantail, being, with
its less sensitive bill, a far more general feeder, taking cater-
pillars, and other insects to a great extent, and not so many
worms. It is also heavier and slower on the wing—so that
each structural difference between these two very familiar
species corresponds to a divergence in their respective habits.
The Jack Snipe.
Gallinago gallmula, blanfohd, Faun. Brit. IncL
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 292.
native names :—Uncertain, but probably those
applied to the common Snipe with some quali-
fying adjective relating to this bird's small size.
The Jack is about as small as any Snipe known, and
can by its diminutive size be at once distinguished from all
our other species; moreover, the tail feathers, which are
twelve in number, are noticeably pointed, although soft in.
texture like those of the Common Snipe. In colour the
Jack bears a general resemblance to the latter bird, but
has not the central buff streak on the crown and exhibits
a gloss of green and purple on the back not found in any
other Indian Snipe.
This species is about eight and a half inches long, with
the wing about four and a quarter, the tail two. the shank

